Never Blame
the Victim

Objective: To help students recognize that rape is
never a victim’s fault, to understand what valid
consent is, and to identify social factors that
contribute to rape acceptance. (15-20 minutes)

On the Test Your Knowledge quiz, students were asked what
factors they think contribute to the occurrence of a rape. In
small groups, have students create a list of all the factors
present in this film that could be “setting the stage”for a
rape. Then, create a large list using input from all of the
groups. The emphasis on this discussion is that rape is never
a victim’s fault.

Discussion Questions:

Could any of these factors lead someone to “blame the
victim” for being raped?

Given what we have seen thus far of Clara and Ally in the
film, how might someone blame them if they are indeed
raped? How could we refute their statements?

What do women act, do, or say that is often used by others
to claim that they were “asking for sex”? (examples:
dressing provocatively or being intoxicated)

If women are not to blame for rape (and they're not!), who
and what is to blame for rape? As a group, make a list of all
of the social factors, beliefs, and attitudes which are
contributing factors to rape (i.e., belief in male superiority,
sexist attitudes, normalization of violence, believing “no”
means “yes”)
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Key Points

Were you “asking for it” when you decided to go out to a
movie last week and your house was robbed while you were
gone? Did“no”really mean “yes” when your roommate
indicated that you could not borrow her car this weekend?
Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES does anyone deserve to be raped.

Research suggests that as many as 70% of rapes were planned
in advance; therefore, the victim’s behavior at the time of the
incident is insignificant.

Rape occurs when sex is not consensual between
both parties.

If you are asleep, passed out, or incapacitated by drugs or
alcohol you cannot give consent.

Victims may blame themselves by arguing that they could
have done more to resist the rape, or they weren't clear
enough. Silence, lack of continual resistance, or giving in to
pressure and/or intimidation do not mean consent.

Which characters, if any, in Welcome to the Party are in a
position to give valid consent?

Similar to blaming the victim, women'’s rape experiences are
trivialized when they share their story with others, and
listeners show skepticism and doubt. Examples:

“You're probably blowing this out of
proportion. Don't take things so seriously.
I'm sure he didn’t mean any harm.”

“Ben is such a nice guy! He would never
do something like that.”

In the 2002 National College Women Sexual Victimization
survey, respondents indicated that less than 5% of attempted
or completed rapes were reported to the police.Rape is one
of the most underreported crimes, in part because many
women feel that no one will believe them, or they will get in
trouble because it was their fault.



