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Victims of sexual assault can be any age, gender, 
socioeconomic background or sexual preference. 

In 2003 nine out of ten rape victims were 
women.  Women between the ages of 12 and 34 are most 
likely to be targets and the risk peaks in the late teens.  Young 
women between the ages of 16 and 19 are 4 times more likely 
to be the victims of sexual assault. (2000 NCVS) 80% of victims 
will be under the age of 30 (SOO, 1997, 1999 NCVS).W
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Someone the victim may know and trust.  
Contrary to myths that portray rapists as strangers in a dark 

alley, more than 80% of sexual assaults are 
committed by someone the victim 
already knows.

Most sexual offenders will continue to rape until they are 
caught. The average age of rapists at arrest is 31. 

Weapons are used in less than 20% of sexual assaults; some 
victims may wrongly assume that because they were not W
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Sexual Assault Information
Background

Three out of five assaults happen in the home of the victim 
or an acquaintance. 
Rape can happen anytime but acquaintance rape happens 
most frequently on weekends between 10 pm and 2 am.

If there were a ‘typical’ sexual assault it would include two 
teenagers or young adults of the same race who are somehow 
socially acquainted that during a social event may consume 
alcohol or drugs and the male decides to exert his power 
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Sexual assault is sexual intercourse or intrusion 
without consent. 
Lack of consent results from forced participation or the inability 
to consent. Forced participation can be physical or intimidation. 
Inability to consent may be due to intoxication, mental incapaci-
tation or unconsciousness. In many states the terms sexual 
assault and rape are used interchangeably.

In 2003 there were an estimated 198,850 rapes in the US (NCVS, 
2003).  That is every two and a half minutes that somewhere in 
America someone is sexually assaulted.

D AT E

through coercion or physical force and has sexual intercourse 
with this acquaintance.  The victim may or may not say ‘no’ 
and the assailant may or may not know that he does not have 
consent and that he has committed a felony.

For further information on how to help someone if they have 
been raped, see the section titled “Step By Step:  What to do if 
You or Someone You know has been Raped”

threatened with a weapon, their experience did not qualify 
as “rape.”

In 2003 only 39% of sexual assaults were reported to law 
enforcement officials (2003 NCVS). 

Fifty percent are white and over 90% of offenders sexually 
assault someone who is the same race. 

Factoring in unreported rapes, about 6% of rapists- 1 in 16 
will ever go to jail for the assault.  (NCPA from DOJ)
 

Men also fall victim to sexual assault.  Ten percent of victims 
are men.  Three percent or 2.78 million men in America 
today have experienced rape or attempted rape.

Children are most vulnerable. Forty Four percent of victims 
are under the age of 18.  Fifteen percent of victims are 
under the age of 12. (1997 DOJ). Ninety three percent of 
juvenile sexual assault victims knew their assailant.  (2000 
DOJ).

For additional information:   http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/ for all studies cited above.
http://www.rainn.org/ for information on victim assistance and links to local resources.
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